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Bismihi Ta’ala 
 

We are pleased to announce the 
Hajera Begum  

And 
Syed Furrokh Meerza Memorial Scholarship 

 
 In coordination with IEC of Houston, the Shia Athna Ashari Association of 
Greater Houston, an annual, one-time scholarship is being announced. The purpose 
of this merit-based scholarship is to encourage hard work and a sprit of competition 
among the young adults of the community so that they may excel in academics, in a 
career, and in becoming a role model for their peers. 
  

This $2,500 scholarship is intended to help defray the costs of tuition, fees, 
textbooks, board, and academic-related expenses at any accredited college or 
university in the United States. The scholarship will be distributed directly to the 
academic institution for the benefit of the winning student. The Hajera Begum and 
Syed Furrokh Meerza Memorial Scholarship will be awarded to most outstanding 
applicant. A committee that is appointed by The Chairman of the IEC will make the 
award decision based on the sole criterion of academic achievement. 
  

Applications are now being accepted from qualified students who wish to 
pursue higher education. To apply, please type a statement of no more than two pages 
in length on standard white 8 ½” x 11” paper 12Pt. font, single –sided, double-spaced, 
with 1-inch margins, describing how you intended to use this scholarship to make a 
contribution to both the Islamic community and the community at large through 
your planned career. An official high school transcript as well as a copy of SAT 
scores must be submitted. If a student has taken multiple SAT exams, the scores will 
be averaged. The application statement, official transcript, and a copy of the SAT 
scores must reach the office of the Chairman of Islamic Education Center no latter 
than May 31st, 2009. 
 
An applicant must meet the following requirements in order to qualify for 
consideration: 
 

1) Proven superior achievement in three out of four of the following subjects: 
Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Mathematics 

2) Must have a minimum SAT score of 1800 
3) Must be associated with the Shia Athna Ashari Association of Greater 

Houston 
4) Must be enrolled in the senior year at any high school in the greater Houston 

area 
 
The names of the winners will be announced on or before June 15th, 2009 by a 
committee appointed by the Chairman of IEC. 



A  P U B L I C A T I O N  O F  T H E  I S L A M I C  E D U C A T I O N  C E N T E R  Page 5 

A L –  H A D I  S T U D E N T S  W I N  1 S T  P L A C E  I N  S I M  C I T Y  R E G I O N A L  

C O M P E T I T I O N  A N D  B E S T  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  A W A R D  I N  T H E  

N A T I O N A L  C O M P E T I T I O N   

For the second year in a row, an Al-Hadi School Team has won the coveted 1st Place Trophy at the SIM CITY regional 
competition. SIM City is part of the Annual National Engineers Week - Future City Competition held at San Jacinto Col-
lege. 7th and 8th grade students use a computer simulation to construct a city of the future and present their plan to a 
panel of judges. The 2 best entries from the Houston and North Texas Regional Competitions qualify for the National 
Competition in Washington, D.C. The winning AHS SIM CITY Team comprising of Yasmine Sanaai. (grade. 8) (awarded 
“Best Presentation” Award) Syed Ali Ahmed. (grade. 7) and Amirpooya Dardashti. (grade. 7) participated in the National 
Engineers Week Future City Competition National Finals in Washington, DC. The team won the Award for the Best Trans-
portation System presented to them by the US Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration. Masha 
Allah!  
All praise is to the Almighty who has rewarded the efforts of the AHS students, teachers, staff, mentors and parents who 
are part of this project. Special thanks is also due to Sr. Nilofer Momin, who was honored with the “Best Teacher” Award, 
in recognition of the quality of work she inspired in her students and to Br. Mansour Shirvani who was the Engineer Men-
tor for the teams. 

A L –  H A D I  S T U D E N T S  E X C E L  A T  A C A D E M I C  M E E T !  

By the grace of the Almighty, 69 Al-Hadi students participated in 129 events at the Private Schools Interscholastic Asso-
ciation (PSIA) District Meet on Saturday, February 28th, 2009, in Bryan, TX near College Station. Thanks to the support 
and enthusiasm of teachers, coaches and parent volunteers at AHS (an amazing and energetic group of over 30 peo-
ple), the students walked away with 14, 13 and 12, 1st , 2nd and 3rd place medals respectively, and 21, 17 and 14, 4th, 
5th and 6th place ribbons. Al-Hadi School students competed against The Brazos Christian School (host), St. Joseph 
Catholic School, St. Mary’s School, St. Michael School, Brazos Valley Cornerstone Christian Academy and the KOR Edu-
cation School.  AHS was the only Islamic School competing in this district. Furthermore, AHS earned overall 1st place in 
the Elementary Section as well as the Middle School section, among all participating schools. For further information 
about the district, you may visit the psiaacademics.org website (look under the districts tab for district 11A).  

 

With 19 contest categories covering a wide range of disciplines, PSIA is an exciting opportunity for private school stu-
dents in grades 1 through 8 to engage in academic competition with their peers throughout the state of Texas.  The next 
step for AHS students who placed first and second is to advance to the State Meet, which is held annually at the Texas 
Christian University in Fort Worth, TX. Twenty AHS students are advancing to state in 26 events which include Creative/
Ready Writing, Storytelling, Spelling, Mathematics, Number Sense, Maps, Graphs and Charts, Science & Vocabulary.  

 

We encourage the community to keep our students in its prayers as they prepare for the PSIA State Meet on Saturday, 
May 2nd. It takes the help of all members of a community to create and maintain a school like AHS, with the guidance of 
the Almighty!  
 



U P C O M I N G  P R O G R A M S   

Notice of General Body Meeting 
Saturday, March 21, 2009 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

Assalamu Alaikum, 

Pursuant to the rule set forth in IEC Constitution we 
will hold the General Body Meeting on March 21, with 
the following agenda. 

Registration -------——----——-- 6:30 p.m. 

Salaat-e-Maghribein ---------- 7:51 p.m. 

Followed by: 

Recitation of the Holy Quran,  

Directors Report,  

Question and Answer session,  

Speech by H.I. Moulana Hurr Shabbiri and, 

Dinner.  

More details of the program will be sent out via e-mail. 

A quorum is necessary to hold a valid meeting. Forty 
(40%) of the active members registering for the Gen-
eral Body Meeting shall establish a quorum. 

 

Shahid Ali Chawla,  

Secretary 

March 2, 2009  

SHAHADAT OF IMAM HASSAN ASKARI (AS) 

 THU 

  

March 
5 

  

  

RabiulAwwal 
8 

Maghreb/
Isha:  Speaker (English) 

H.I. Moulana 

Hurr Shabbiri  
Dua-e-Kumayl: 

7:25 pm 
Eng. Majlis:  

8:15 pm 

CELEBRATION FOR THE BEGINNING OF IMAMAT OF HAZRAT IMAM MAHDI (AS) 

FRI 
March 

6 
RabiulAwwal 

9 

Maghreb/
Isha:  

6:42 pm Speaker (English) 

H.I. Moulana 

Hurr Shabbiri 

Qaseedas: 
7:30 pm 

Eng. Speech:  
8:00 pm 

    
Saturday, March 14th, Night of 17th Rabiul Awwal. 

Eid Milad-un-Nabi (S) 
Wiladat Imam Sadiq A.S 

Salaat-e-Maghribein  ————————- 7:47 p.m. 

Followed by the Recitation of the Holy Quran, 

Qaseedas (Arabic, Farsi & Urdu), 

English Speech (H.I. Moulana Hurr Shabbiri) 

Dinner. 

(Estimated Cost of the Program is $2,500, PLEASE DONATE GENEROUSLY) 
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