
M A Y  2 O 1 0 /  J A M A D I  A L-A W A L  1 4 3 1  A H 

A  P U B L I C A T I O N  O F  T H E  I S L A M I C  E D U C A T I O N  CE N T E R 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E : 

A L - H A D I  H I GH -

L I G H T S 

WHATõS GOING 

O N  A T  I E C ? 

1  

F E A T U R E  A R TI -

C L E :  S H .  M U -

TAHHARIõSñ

W H O  I S  R E -

S P O N S I B L E ? 

2  

I M A M  S A J J A D  

C L I N I C 

H A I T I  U P D A T E 

3  

Y E A R  O F  T H E  

Y O U T H  P R O -

G R A M S  A N D  

P I C T U R E S 

5  

U P C O M I N G  

P R O G R A M S 

A L H A D I  S TU -

D E N T S  W I N  A T  

P S I A  

6  

òKnowledge & 

wisdom are re-

ally the privi-

lege of a faith-

ful Muslim. If 

you have lost 

them, get them 

back even 

though you may 

have to get 

them from the 

apostates.ó 

-Imam  Ali (as)  

 

 

W A H D A T  

H A D I T H  O F  T H E  

M O N T H 

www. iec-houston.org  

 713-787-5000  

Al-Hadi Highlights 
The month of April was a very busy one for the 

Al-Hadi Family. Over sixty students from KG 

through Gr. 9 competed in the final round of 

the 7th Annual Quran Competition held on April 

5th & 6th, 2010. Students were evaluated on 

memorization as well as recitation.  

 

Fifteen students from AHS Middle School com-

peted in the Rocketry Contest sponsored by 

TARC, under the guidance of Sr. Ranjan Dhanji 

(AHS Middle School Math Teacher). The goal of 

the contest is for students to use their Math 

and Science knowledge to build and test model 

rockets. This year, rockets were designed to 

reach an altitude (as close as possible to) 825 

feet and to stay airborne for between 40 and 

45 seconds, using streamers to slow down the 

descent of the rocket so that the raw egg en-

cased within remains unbroken. Although the 

Team II rocket tested at NASA met the qualify-

ing score, the score did not place in the top 

hundred flights, and Team II did not advance to 

the national fly-off scheduled for May 15th, 

2010. Nearly 700 teams from public and pri-

vate school in 46 states competed in this con-

test.  

 

AHS Middle School students also participated 

in the Houston Bar Associationõs Juvenile Jus-

tice Mock Trial Program under the guidance of 

Sr. Haleema Goense (AHS Academic Coordina-

tor and Middle School Language and Social 

Studies Teacher). Students developed a case 

story (relating to animal cruelty) and assumed 

the roles of judge, jurors, attorneys, defend-

ants, plaintiffs and witnesses. The 40 partici-

pating classes traveled to the Harris County 

courthouse complex where they acted out their 

mock trial in an actual courtroom, through co-

operation with the Harris County Judiciary.  

Whatõs Going On in Your IEC 

Community? 

¶ The Long Term Planning Committee is pre-

paring to deliver its first report to the Board 

about ways to accommodate the growth of 

IEC.  Look for results in next monthõs issue. 

¶ The Board is conducting a thorough review 

of the finances of IEC, in order to find ways 

to boost revenue and reduce costs.  Please 

send your ideas to treasurer@iec-

houston.org 

¶ Parking is still a serious challenge on Fri-

days.  Please carpool as much as possible 

and cooperate with the parking volunteers 

¶ The Library is trying to find volunteers to 

keep it open more often.  Please email  

director.publications@iec-houston.org if 

you are interested in helping 

¶ A fund entitled Masih Memorial Fund has 

been set up.  Please donate generously to 

support our community members. 

¶ WAHDAT is making the first of many chang-

es to make this publication more relevant, 

interactive and useful to our readership: 

1. We will be accepting advertising from 

IEC members.  For cost information 

please email wahdat@iec-houston.org 

2. We will also begin printing letters to 

the editor.  Please send your letters to 

wahdat@iec-houston.org  
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Who is responsible before the law? 
 

Shaheed Murtaza Mutahhari, in an article titled "Humanity and The Holy Quran," describes that the human being is the only 

creature who has the potential of willingly conducting his or her self within the framework of laws. However, he explains that 

such a person is only responsible towards the obligations of the law when that person has met certain conditions. Those 

conditions are 1) puberty, 2) knowledge and awareness of the law, 3) ability to perform an obligation, 4) free-will, and 5) 

mental sanity. The below excerpt is a translation from Shaheed Mutahhari's article that expands upon the condition of men-

tal sanity. 

 

Mental Sanity: Another condition of having liability for the discharge of obligations is mental sanity. One without sanity, who 

lacks the power of understanding, has no obligation towards the law. His or her case is similar to that of a minor during the 

period of his or her minority (pre-baligh age). Even on attaining majority (bulugh) a person is not obligated to perform acts 

which he or she missed as a minor. For example, an adult is not obligated to complete the prayers which was not offered 

during infancy, for at that time the law was not addressed to him. A lunatic during his lunacy is also not obligated. Hence if 

that person later regains sense, that person will not be obligated to perform the prayers and the fasts which were missed 

during the period of lunacy. That person will be obligated only to carry them out subsequent to recovery. Same is the case of 

the religious taxes like, Zakat and Khums, which may become due on the property of a minor or a lunatic. A minor or a luna-

tic is liable to pay them only after reaching the stage of being obligated, if not already paid by his or her legal guardian. 

 

Conditions of Validity of actions: here are some conditions which are the conditions of applicability and validity both and 

there are some other conditions which are the conditions of either applicability only or of validity only.  

The conditions of validity are again of three kinds. Some of them are the conditions of the validity of both the acts of worship 

and transactions; some of the validity of the acts of worship only and some of the validity of transactions only. Mental sound-

ness is a condition prerequisite to applicability and validity both. An insane person is neither fit for the application of law nor 

is his acts, whether they are acts of worship or transactions, valid. 

 

For example, if a lunatic performs pilgrimage on behalf of somebody else, his pilgrimage will not be in order. Similarly he can-

not offer prayers or fast on behalf of anyone else, nor can he be an intermediary between the imam (one who leads the pray-

ers) and the mamums (followers) or between the various sections of the mamums in congregational prayers. Ability like sani-

ty is the condition of the applicability of law as well as that of the validity of acts. Same is the case with non-coercion. The 

obligation of a man forcibly constrained is waived. If a person under duress carries out a transaction or enters into a mar-

riage contract, his action will be void and invalid. 

 

Excerpt from Shaheed Mutahhari's Man and Universe, Chapter 22, Humanity and the Holy Quran.  

www.al-islam.org/universe. 
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MEMBERS NEEDED 
 

IEC provides a range of services to Houstonõs Muslim community, but it all happens be-

cause of the financial support from you, our members.  Please consider becoming a 

member of IEC ñ you can break up the cost into installments of as little at $6.25/month 

for individuals and $12.50 / month for families.  IEC relies on your support ñ please    

become a member today. 
 

 

For details please email info@iec-houston.org or treasurer@iec-houston.org 

F E A T U R E  A R T I C L E :  E X CE R P T S  F R O M  S H A H E E D  M U T A H H A R I 
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I M A M  S A J J A D  C L I N I CñO P E N  S U N D A Y S  1 1 A Mñ1 P M  

S C H E D U L E  F O R  M A Y  A N D  J U N E  2 0 1 0 

  

 

 

May 16 Dr. Hassnain - Internal Medicine June 6      Dr. Abdul Meghji ñ Family Medicine 

May 23 Dr. Hasan Mehdi ð Internal Medicine June 13    Dr. Kaleem Kazimiñ Pediatrics 

May 30 Dr. Faiyaz Bhojani ð Internal Medicine June 20    Dr Farhat Zaidi ñ Internal Medicine 

 June 27    Dr Raza Ahmed ñ Internal Medicine 

H A I T I  U P D A T E 

R E P O R T  F R O M  A P R I L  T RI P  

On April 2, 2010 a member of the IEC-MAHDI relief team, returned to Haiti to deliver Islamic items, such 
as:  French Qurõans, Prayer Rugs, Dhikr beads, Mohrs, and copies of Overview of Islam by Tabatabai, 
Nahjul Balagha, Duõa Kumayl and Duaõ Iftittah in French, along with Hijabs and dresses for the ladies.  
Funds collected from members of the IEC community and other donors were delivered for the purchase of 
an Isuzu Rodeo SUV truck, which the Al Mahdi Community in Haiti desperately needed in order to deliver 

supplies.  

To date, Alhamdulillah, the IEC community has collected and distributed nearly $35,000 to the Al Mahdi 
Community for the purchase of: food, tents, medical supplies, hygiene packs, toys, demolition work need-

ed to rebuild the Al-Mahdi Center and an Isuzu Rodeo SUV truck.  

Despite the generous support of the IEC and other donors, the Al-Mahdi Community of Haiti still needs 
ongoing support to cover their food supplies until jobs become available.  The community requires 
$3,000 per month to feed 300 plus members of the community. Please continue to send your tax deduct-
ible donations to the IEC in referenced to Haiti. For more information please call MAHDI at 877-840-

8535. 

Sheikh Shuayb & the vehicle purchased through the donations of the IEC Community that facilitates distribution of supplies. 
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