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In the past few months, we have seen an unprecedented spike in anti-Islam senti-

ment in the United States.  This has taken many forms, including burnings of the 

Holy Qur'an across the country, vitriolic anti-Muslim statements made by various 

political leaders, and massive protests against Park51, a proposed Islamic commu-

nity center located near Ground Zero.   Though it's difficult to believe that a 

people who pride themselves so much on freedom of religion could now, in 2010, 

be so vehemently opposed to the construction of a place of worship, this article 

will briefly present arguments in favor of the Ground Zero Islamic center. 

 

Under U.S. Law Muslims have a right to build an Islamic Center near Ground 

Zero.  The First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution establishes the principle of 

"freedom of religion," meaning that no federal or state law in the United States 

can either promote the practice of religion or prohibit the free exercise of relig-

ion.  Under this principle, Muslims, just like Jews, Christians, Sikhs, Hindus, and 

other religious groups, are free to build religious houses of worship on private 

property.  Thus, Muslims are legally within their rights as citizens of this country 

and members of American society to build a mosque near Ground Zero.   

 

Opposing the Ground Zero Islamic center plays into the worst history of this 

country.  Despite the popular slogan that America is the "land of the free, home 

of brave," since the founding this country various minority groups have been 

scape-goated and blamed for the problems of the majority.  For example, in the 

early 1900s, Jewish people were regularly discriminated against in employment, 

access to residential areas, membership in organizations, and etc.  Similarly, during 

World War II, large segments of the American population saw Japanese-

Americans as a subversive force, "an enemy within" that had to be contained.  

Likewise, African-Americans and Catholics have faced their share of discrimina-

tion in this country, not to mention Hispanics and various other Asian groups.  

This pattern has continued into the present day, when Muslims are suddenly the 

"most-hated minority group."  We need to wake up and learn a lesson from his-

tory: that the mistreatment of other minority groups by the American people at 

various points in history was wrong and opposed to basic American tenets, and 

that the Muslim-American community should not and will not be pushed around 

and mistreated the same way.  Continued on page 5. 
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All of you united hold fast to the rope of God, and recall how He favored you when your hostility to each other had torn you apart. He united your hearts in one faith 

and through His Grace you became brothers. You were on the verge of falling headlong into the abyss of fire, but God saved you. This is how God explains to you 

His revelations so that you may have the right guidance.ñQuran 3:103 

Usually it's right in front of the stove, stirring away. Or chasing a child 

around the house.  

In many cultures, a woman is hardly thought of as the one doing anything 

important or worthwhile. In fact she is often joked about, usually in sit-

coms.  

Husband coming home from work: I am so tired. 

Wife: No kidding. Me too. 

Husband to wife: Why you? You were home all day. How can you be tired? 

Wife: Uh, I was potty training Junior. Then I washed clothes and folded laundry. 

Later, I had to pick up the kids from school, do grocery shopping, mail a pack-

age, then run back home to start dinner.  

Husband: Yeah, but that's your job.  

Wife: (Evil glare.) 

I grew up with a stay-at-home mom. She was always there and always 

doing the typical "mom" things: cooking, sewing, cleaning, etc. So it felt a 

bit odd when I became the full-time professional and soon had my own 

child. I became something I had never known: I became a working mom. I 

swore I would never do it, but I loved my job as an editor. I also had a 

trustworthy babysitter - my stay-at-home mom.  

Too often we are quick to discount the importance women play in our 

society. Too often we forget that they are indeed raising the next genera-

tion. The way we incorporate women into our communities will no doubt 

affect the way our children are reared. Continued on page 5 

Where is a Womanõs Place? By Samira Rizvi  
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Public Relations: The Dawah Committee, under the leadership of Maulana 

Sheikh Makki, is actively working to further improve our outreach programs 

and inter-faith dialogue. We have had both informal and formal visits from 

schools with young students in search for knowledge for world religions and in 

particular Islam. 

Hajj Seminar: An interactive and educational seminar was held on Oct 24th 

ably conducted by the Hajj Committee under the leadership of Br. Jaffar Amir. 

We wish all Hajjisõ congratulations on achieving this honor and wish them safe 

journey. In addition to Mohajareen group, this year the IEC Community is also 

utilizing Caravan 72 group led by Maulana Mohammad Ali Baig. 

Programs: We had a very successful wiladat program for Imam Reza A.S. on 

Tuesday, October 19 and Friday, October 22. We were appreciative of the 

presence of Dr. Sobhani and the community provided positive feedback for 

the event. Please attend the upcoming marriage seminar on November 7th. 

Please see details of the combined Eid-ul-Adha Salaat at Texas Safari Ranch and 

the Eid-e-Ghadeer program in our newsletter. We thank the volunteers from 

the Program and Al-Zahra Committees for their hard work and the commu-

nity members who have sponsored our programs. We appeal and request for 

monetary support from the community for our programs. 

Ramadan Survey: We thank the community for the enthusiastic and positive 

feedback and suggestions. We would like their input for the forthcoming 

Mohurrum program. Please contact our Program Director for any suggestions. 

Education: The IEC Sunday School, Farsi School and the Gateway of Knowl-

edge (Clearlake Branch) have reopened with many new enrollees as well as 

teachers. The AHS is planning its 15th Anniversary Celebrations on Nov 20th, 

2010. The PTO has a target of reaching Continued on p 11 

IEC Board Updates 

IEC Board believes that the center belongs to the Imam of the Age (afts) and is dependent on Allah (swt) and 

the active support of all members of this community. In an effort to increase awareness in regards to the 

community happenings, the BOD will publish periodic reports of BOD meetings in Wahdat. May this effort 

encourage more involvement of community members and increase their enthusiasm for IEC matters. 

This is part II of an opinion-editorial series, taking a critical look at American political 

policies and discourse.  Do you have your own perspective to share?  Submit it to 

Wahdat! 

 

In previous articles we examined how Zionism gained power in Washington, 

and promised to follow up with a brief historical overview of its growth. Our 

last article left off with President Roosevelt and his successor, Truman, saying 

they wouldnõt do anything regarding Palestine without consulting the Arabs. 

But when the United States broke its promise, there was little the Arabs could 

really do about it. Truman aligned with Israel against the advice of the State 

Department and Pentagon saying, òIõm sorry, gentlemen, but I have to answer 

to hundreds of thousands who are anxious for the success of Zionism; I do 

not have hundreds of thousands of Arabs among my constituents.ó 

 

Thereafter, the momentum of Zionism in the United States and its effect on 

the population at large grew until it has become near impossible to identify 

with Arabs, Islam, or opponents of Zionism. Even as wars raged in the Middle 

East; without the disruption of the flow of Saudi oil into the United States, the 

tide of events seemed to working in the  favor of the United States. An issue 

that was of vital importance, however, was how to retain control over the 

Muslims. 

 

Americans adopted perceptions and biases from the failed French-Anglo en-

deavors in the region which contributed considerably to molding political per-

ceptions of the Middle East and its Muslim inhabitants. French and British 

scholars, such as Louis Massignon and Hamilton Gibb, dominated French and 

Anglo-American Islamic scholarship up until the 1960s. These works portrayed 

Arabs as the bastard linage of Ishmael that rebelled with their religion of resis-

tance. Massignon concluded, òIslam is the religion of Ishmael, the monotheism 

of a people excluded from the divine promise made to Isaac. Islam is therefore 

a religion of resistance . . . which yet keeps within the sadness that began in 

Hagarõs tears.ó These works also assert that Mohammed, the Arab fruit of 

Ishmaelõs seed, òhad deliberately rejected the opportunity offered him to 

bridge the gap separating him from God.ó For this reason, Massignon and oth-

ers like Gibb, preferred ôMohammedanismõ to ôIslamõ because Islam stems from 

the Arabic for submission. 

 

Interestingly enough, this influenced policy makers to conclude that Iranians, 

Turks, and Jews were more trustworthy because as Aryans they were re-

moved from the bad seed of Ishmael. Because scholars demonized Arabs as 

the embodiment of òSemitic, tribalistic, radically monotheistic, un-Aryan resis-

tance to change,ó their works contributed significantly to Western racism and 

hostility towards what they called a òwar against Christianity and Judaism.ó The 

United States, therefore, preferred the Aryan societies of Iran, Turkey and 

Israel to police the Arabs for them. Nixon referred to these Middle Eastern 

countries as the local cops on the beat- with police headquarters in Washing-

ton and a branch office in London. 

 

When the Israelis secured a stunning victory over the Arabs in the 1967 Six 

Day War to the extent that it significantly eased American problems with 

Soviet backed Egypt and Syria, American military support for Israel rocketed. 

The United States had always supplied Israel with aid, although it did not be-

come significant until the late 60s, and only reached astronomical levels begin-

ning in 1973 when it numbered in the billions of dollars annually, putting Israel 

ahead of all other American recipients. Thereafter, the stealthy progression of 

the Zionist cause became so intertwined in the American political system that 

it is now inconceivable to rid the world of 

this evil without overhauling the American 

system itself. 

 

To date, Americans are largely wary of 

their government, but still naïve of the 

powers that drive it. Although AIPAC is 

clearly visible, many other secretive and ill

-legal methods are also deployed to con-

trol America. When examined, these 

Zionist lead elements clearly form a sys-

tem that is an enemy to even the American people. But when you examine the 

American people, what do you see? A society ignorant of the depths of its 

own corruption, with many good people that truly want to believe that their 

values are reflected in the system that rules them, and that this system works 

in their best interests. Despite this, there are well established proofs that this 

same system works to keep its own people so drunk and engrossed in their 

nafs that they are reduced to weak worldly minded consumers of pleasures 

(Allah desires to turn toward you clemently, but those that pursue their base 

appetites desire that you fall into gross waywardness. Quran 4:27). Until 

Americans gain an understanding of what dictates their lives, many of them are 

so inured, so hopelessly dependent on this system that they will fight to pro-

tect it. For now, most Americans are not ready to grasp the truth of the mat-

ter, and are still victims of the fear that media and politicians put in their minds 

about Islam. (Jews eavesdrop with the aim of telling lies against you, and eaves-

drop for other people that do not come to you. They pervert words from 

their meanings. Yet whoever Allah wishes to mislead, you cannot avail anything 

against Allah. They are the ones whose hearts Allah did not wish to purify. 

Quran 5:41) No one can foresee when the American people will reject this 

system which forms the foundation of Zionist ambitions that exploit the world, 

but when they finally do it will be the beginning of this evils end.  

The America That Even Most Americans Donõt Know (Yet) by Muhammed Mahdi  
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The Al-Hadi School Curriculum Committee is comprised of various commu-

nity members who have a stake in the schoolõs progress along with the teach-

ers who are directly involved with the schoolõs curriculum. The committee 

meets every 3 weeks and aims to provide well defined recommendations for a 

curriculum to be submitted to the IEB for the 2011-2012 school year.  The 

goal is to submit the curriculum recommendations by mid December 2010. 

The Curriculum Committee understands that Al-Hadi is a private, Islamic 

school that is committed to educating students in K-12.  Since 

the students abilities and levels are in a broad range, the com-

mittee is in the process of identifying and addressing issues 

that will directly affect any curriculum and its implementation 

at Al-Hadi School. 

Currently, the Committee is studying different commercially 

prepared curricula. It is generally understood that the school 

will be enhancing its standards to implement a more academi-

cally challenging and rigorous curriculum.  

Sr. Amina Moreno ñM.S. in Academic Advising, Kansas State University 

(May 2011) M.S. Electrical Engineering, Georgia Institute of Technology. B.S. 

Electrical Engineering, California State University Long Beach. (15+ years) of 

experience in working in higher education & K-12 in the area of administra-

tion. Currently, Interim Principal @ Al-Hadi School of Accelerative Learning. 

Prior to AHS, worked as an Undergraduate Advisor for Electrical & Computer 

Engineering students, New Jersey Institute of Technology (NJIT). 

Dr. Suraiya Saleem ñPh.D. English Lit. & L.A. Masters in Special Educa-

tion & Higher Education. 30+ years of teaching experience. 

Br. Masood Irani - M.S. in Chemical Engineering, Purdue University. 30+ 

years of experience in the engineering field. Have been involved with Al-

Hadi since 1997 as a PTO Member at I.E.B & I.E.C. 

Br. Muhammad Abid ñMasters in Science Teaching, Rice University, 

Masters in Physics, Karachi University, Pakistan. 20+ years of teaching in 

the education field. Instructional Specialist, Curriculum Department of 

Houston ISD. 

Sr. Lisa KaderñM.A. in TESL, University of Massachusetts. - B.A. in 

Modern Languages, Stonehill College. Certificate of Language, University 

of Paris. Teaching Certificate in English/LA 8-12. 20 years of teaching ex-

perience (6 years teaching Middle School/High School Language Arts at Al

-Hadi School and 14 years teaching College ESL/English & French Compo-

sition.) 

Br. Mansour Shirvani ñM.S. in Civil Engineering, UT-Austin. B.S. & M.S. 

in Civil /Structural Engineering. Licensed Professional Engineer (P.E.) 15 

years of experience in the Engineering field and in the teaching field. 

Sr. Azra Ali ñB.S. in Microbiology, University of Houston. M.S. in Edu-

cation in progress. Certified in Math & Science 14 years of teaching ex-

perience: 1)Al-Hadi School, 2)Klein ISD, 3)Cy-Fair ISD- Currently teach at 

HISD and am a member of I.E.B. 

Sr. Shams ShirvaniñM.A. in Economics & Planning, North-Eastern 

University. Certified in Elementary 1-8, Specialized in Math & ESL, Univer-

sity of St. Thomas. 12 years of teaching experience (at Al-Hadi School). 

Have been teaching since 1994. 

Sr. Nazish Dawoodally ñBachelorõs equivalent in Mathematics. 17+ 

years of teaching experience (14 years at Al-Hadi School & 3 years in a 

Montessori School). Montessori Director. 

Sr. Nilofer Momin ñB.S./M.S. in Microbiology, Gujarat 

University, India. M.S. in Education in Curriculum & Instruc-

tion in Science, University of Houston, Clear Lake. Teach-

ing Certificate from the State Board of TX in Chemistry 8-

12, Life Science 8-12, Composite Physics Chemistry) 8-12 

26+ years of teaching experience: 16+ years in United Arab 

Emirates, òOó & òAó Levels and 10 years as HS Science 

teacher at Al-Hadi School. Teacher of the year (2007-

2008) and Teacher of the year (2009-2010) at Al-Hadi 

School. MS & HS Academic Coordinator. 

Sr. Sawsan TawilñMasters in Elementary Education, University of 

Houston. Certified in E-C4. Ph.D. in Curriculum & Instruction (To gradu-

ate in Spring 2011) 16 years of teaching experience (8 years at Al-Hadi 

School & 8 years in Lebanon). Elementary academic Coordinator, Al-Hadi 

School. 

Br. Amir Golabbakhsh ñB.S. in Mathematics, University of Houston. 

M.S. in Statistics, University of Houston-Clear Lake. Teacher Certification 

8-12 in Mathematics. 6+ years of teaching experience (HS Mathematics & 

Physics teacher) at Al-Hadi School. 

Sr. Quratulain Hussain ñB.A. Honors & Masters in Communication, 

University of Karachi. State Certified in Special Education and EC-4. 4 

years of teaching experience ( 2 years at Al-Hadi School). Special Educa-

tion Coordinator for Al-Hadi School of Accelerative Learning. 

 

Al Hadi Curriculum Committee Report  
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Pilgrimages are a common practice in all faiths.  Holy journeys are 

meant to help the pilgrims dive further into their own soul and help 

them become closer to God.  For Muslims, this pilgrimage is called 

Hajj.  To most people especially in the western society, Hajj is 

known as a pilgrimage in which people wearing white towels circulate around 

a black cube.  But really, what is Hajj? 

 

No annual event on the face of the Earth, religious or non-religious, com-

pares to Hajj in terms of the mass number of participants, the duration of the 

event and the size of the agenda.  In essence, Hajj is man's evolution towards 

Allah; his return to Him. Hajj is the symbol of unity amongst the Muslim Um-

mah.  Every year, on the first few days of the Islamic month Zhulõ Hijja, 3.2 

million people travel, from all parts of the world, to perform Hajj. 

 

This age old tradition of Hajj started with Prophet Ibraheem. More than 75 

Prophets followed in his footsteps by performing Hajj at least once in their 

lives.  The rituals of Hajj are modeled upon the the personal life experiences 

of Prophet Ibraheem and his family.  

 

For instance, one ritual that is performed by pilgrims during Hajj is 

when pilgrims go to Mina to throw rocks at the òdeviló; this was 

started by Prophet Ibraheem when he was commanded to sacrifice 

his son. On his way, he was stopped by the devil who tried to 

persuade the Prophet to defy Allahõs command of sacrificing his son. In re-

sponse, the Prophet threw 7 rocks at the devil. This event occurred 3 times, 

which is why we throw 7 rocks at the òdeviló on 3 different days. 

 

At this very moment, Muslims around the world are preparing to go for Hajj. 

From Houston alone, over 1000 Muslims are going to Hajj. 

 

Alhamdulillah, the Islamic Education Center of Houston, conducted its 24th 

Annual Hajj Seminar on Sunday, October 24th, 2010 to help prepare the 

Houston Hujjaj (pilgrims) for this spiritual journey.  With the great help of 

Moulana Shabbiri and Br. Syed Jaffar Amir, this seminar was a great success. 

More that 70 people attended of which about 55 are going to hajj. May Allah 

give all the Muslims a chance to go to Hajj Inshaõ Allah and may Allah accept 

the Hajj of all pilgrims in the world, and especially the ones going from Hous-

ton, Texas. 

Martyrdom of Imam Taqi ñSaturday, Novem-

ber 6th, 2010 (Night of 29th ZUL-QõADAH) 

Maghribein Prayers   6:49 pm approx. 

Quran Recitation  7:20 pm approx. 

Salam/Mersiya  7:30 pm approx. 

Multimedia Presentation 7:45 pm approx. 

Eng Speech Sheikh Shabbiri 8:00 pm approx. 

Noha/Matam  8:45 pm approx. 

Tabarruk   9:00 pm approx. 

Marriage Seminar ñSunday, November 7th, 

2010 (29th ZUL-QõADAH) 

Verses from Sura Noor 10:45 am approx. 

Introduction and welcome 10:55 am approx. 

English Speech Sister Askeri 11:05 am approx. 

Zohrain prayer  12:05 pm approx. 

Lunch (Break)  12:30 pm approx. 

Second Session  1:15 pm approx. 

Quran Recitation  1:20 pm approx. 

English Speech Sheikh  Mekki 1:25 pm approx. 

Q/A Session  2:30 pm approx. 

Tea Break   2:45 pm approx 

Heavenly Match (Adam Kader) 3:00 pm approx. 

Program Ends  4:00 pm approx. 

Martyrdom of Imam Baqir (as) - Saturday, 

November 13th, 2010 (*Night of 7th ZUL-HIJJAH) 

Maghrib Prayers   On time. 

Isha Prayers  7:00 pm approx. 

Quran Recitation  7:20 pm approx. 

Salam/Mersiya  7:30 pm approx. 

Multimedia Presentation 7:45 pm approx. 

English Speech Sheikh Shabbiri 8:00 pm approx. 

Noha/Matam  8:45 pm approx. 

Tabarruk   9:00 pm approx. 

Martyrdom of Hazrat Muslim (as) - Monday, 

November 15th (*Night of 9th Zul-Hijjah) 

Isha Prayers   7:00 pm approx. 

Quran Recitation  7:20 pm approx. 

Salam / Mersia  7:30 pm approx. 

English Speech  7:45 pm approx. 

Noha/Matam  8:45 pm approx. 

Tabbarruk                9:15 pm approx. 

Eid-ul-Adha ñ Wednesday, November 17th, 

2010 / Thursday, November 18th, 2010. 

Safari Texas Ranchñ(281) 277-7888 

11627 FM 1464 Rd 

Sugar Land, Texas 77498 

Birthday of Imam Naqi (as) - Sunday, Novem-

ber 21st , 2010 (*Night of 15th Zul-Hijjah) 

Isha Prayers   7:00 pm approx. 

Quran Recitation  7:20 pm approx. 

Qaseedas   7:30 pm approx. 

Multimedia Presentation 7:45 pm approx. 

English Speech  8:00 pm approx. 

Tabarruk   8:45 pm approx. 

Eid Al -GhadeerñWednesday, November 24th, 

2010 Details to be announced later. 

Martyrdom Sons of Hazrat Muslim (as) - 

Sunday, November 28th (*Night of 22nd Zul-Hijjah) 

Isha Prayers   7:00 pm approx. 

Quran Recitation  7:20 pm approx. 

Salam / Mersia  7:30 pm approx. 

English Speech  7:45 pm approx. 

Noha/Matam  8:45 pm approx. 

Tabbarruk                 9:15 pm approx. 

Eid-e-Mubahila  -Tuesday, November 30th (24th 

Zul-Hijjah) 

Maghrib Prayers  on time. 

Dua-e-tawassul  6:30 pm approx. 

Isha Prayers   7:00 pm approx. 

Quran Recitation  7:20 pm approx. 

Qaseedas   7:30 pm approx. 

Kids/Youth Presentations 7:50 pm approx. 

English Speech  8:00 pm approx. 

Tabbarruk              9:00 pm approx. 

AHS Anniversary Dinner Nov 20th, 6:30 pm  

Special Programs at IEC *Islamic Calendar dates subject to moon-sighting 

Hajj by Mahdi Khan  
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Ground Zero continued from front pageé. 

 

Opposing Park51 means you implicitly believe Islam itself was to blame for 

9/11.  Opposing Park 51's location near Ground Zero is a thinly-veiled way of 

saying that Islam itself is to blame for the events of 9/11.  Of course, we know 

that the teachings of Islam had nothing to do with 9/11, and that true Muslims 

are opposed to the loss of any innocent life.  But to argue that Muslims as a 

group should not build a religious institution near Ground Zero because of 

the actions of some radical fringe group 10 years ago is to engage in the worst 

form of guilt by association.  Why should all Muslims suffer because of the 

actions of al-Qaeda and other extremist groups when frankly, al-Qaeda's ac-

tions have nothing to do with true Islam?  As followers of true Islam, we can-

not be lumped together with groups like al-Qaeda who have nothing to do 

with Islam, and we should reject any attempt by others to do so.   

 

The argument that the Ground Zero mosque might offend sensibilities is one-

sided.  Many conservative commentators are putting forth the argument that 

although Muslims have the "right" to build an Islamic center near Ground 

Zero, they should avoid doing so because an Islamic center near Ground Zero 

still "touches a raw nerve" for most Americans and "adds salt to an unhealed 

wound."  This argument again falsely assumes that Islam itself had something 

to do with what happened on September 11th, an assumption that is patently 

false.  If one truly, in the bottom of his heart, believed Islam had nothing to do 

with 9/11, then would he really think that an Islamic center near Ground Zero 

would "touch a raw nerve?"  Similarly, this argument ignores the fact that 

Muslim-Americans, just like the rest of the American populace, have feelings 

and emotions as well.  Perhaps we should ask Muslim-Americans whether it 

"touches a raw nerve" when they see their faith constantly maligned, miscon-

strued, and degraded on mainstream media outlets?  We should also ask 

whether it "touches a raw nerve" when Muslim-Americans are told not to 

build mosques and Islamic centers, despite the fact that Christians and Jews 

can build their own houses of worship freely?  The argument about emotions 

and feelings goes both ways, and the feelings and emotions of Muslim-

Americans, just like those of the rest of the populace, must be considered in 

this debate as well.     

In a recent Quinnipiac University poll of 1,497 New Yorkers, 53% said that 

they were opposed to the Ground Zero Islamic center.  This indicates that 

many Americans are still under the false impression that al-Qaeda represents 

the teachings of true Islam.  As a result, we have work to do as a community.  

As we continue our own self-study of true Islam, under the guidance and 

leadership of qualified ulema, let us also strive to engage the outside commu-

nity.  It is for this very reason that the Dawah Committee, a newly formed 

committee within the IEC under the leadership of Shaykh Husayn El Makki, 

has organized an Open House at the IEC to raise awareness about the true 

teachings of Islam to the greater Houston community.  Although details are 

forthcoming, we hope you join us in this humble effort to present a purer, 

more accurate version of Islam to the public.     

Women continued from front 

page ...If you take a look at most 

"women only" areas around 

mosques and Islamic centers, you 

will see this typical scene: Women 

gabbing away while toddlers run 

around, most often wreaking havoc. 

Over the speaker you can hear faint sounds of the adhaan and the khutba. You 

might see a few ladies sitting closer to the speaker so they can actually learn 

something.  

We are allowing this constraint women have, as the main caretakers of chil-

dren, turn into a serious handicap. They no longer want to be involved be-

cause of the "children." We no longer involve them because of the "children." 

But those children are our future. The Holy Prophet Mohammad (PBUH) has 

stated that the mother's lap is the first school of a child. Then why are we 

dumbing down our mothers? Why are we insisting they remain behind curtains 

and closed doors engulfed in diaper changing, feeding and disciplining?  

On the contrary, if more women were given the opportunity to sit in classes 

and learn from ulema, they would be able to take better care of their children. 

Well-informed mothers can impart Islamic knowledge and raise children who 

are confident with their Islamic identities. I have noticed that in some families 

women are pretty much forced to stay at home while the men engage in 

"outside" Islamic tasks. For example, in some families, women do not attend 

Eid prayers. Instead they spend the morning cooking, so when the men get 

home from prayer they are met with a wonderful Eid meal.  

There is no doubt that a woman cooking for a family is a noble task, but what 

about creating an Islamic tradition that includes the whole family? What about 

bringing the family together to enjoin in good deeds? Why can't the meal be 

prepared the night before Eid? How would it look to a young girl who sees 

that her brother and father are going to the mosque to pray while she and her 

mother toil in the kitchen? A girl might think that Eid prayers are only for men.  

Hence the vicious cycle continues. Our communities need to start doing a 

better job at involving women in the forefront of special events and creating 

specific learning opportunities for them. Most often I see Q&A sessions with 

scholars held only for men, or seeing mostly men participate. With women 

raising our future Muslims, shouldn't we more concerned about how they are 

faring? Offering babysitting services while women engage in such programs 

would be a nice start. This will not only encourage women to attend, but also 

give them the courage to start thinking outside the box.  

After the martyrdom of Imam Hussain (A.S.), who took charge of the caravan? 

His dear sister Lady Zainab (SA). She demonstrated the epitome of what it 

means to be a "strong woman." Lady Zainab was educated and Imam Hussain 

kept her at his side during the entire battle of Karbala. He was confident of 

her ability to lead the women and children, along with Imam Sajjad (AS).  

The time is now to start focusing on our children's needs in this society. In fact 

we are already too late. Women need to be more involved and take charge of 

raising confident children. We need active mothers raising active Muslim chil-

dren so that tomorrow our children can become part of Imam Mahdi's army.  


