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“The teacher of Knowledge among you receives the reward of the student and has a merit over the latter. So seek Knowledge from its 
possessors and teach it to your brothers in the same way as the learned taught you.”  ---Imam al-Baqir (AS)�
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take this opportunity to create more unity within ourselves and to 
show solidarity against the enemies of Islam. 
 
This month is a great chance to empathize with our Muslim 
brothers living under the tyranny. 
 
I pray to Allah to send His blessings upon the ummah and give us 
a chance to regard this month and accept us as His best guests. 
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On 4:00 a.m. Sunday, September 11th, the first batch of Muslims 
arrived at the George Brown Convention center to serve the 
hurricane victims housed in the facility. Christian volunteers 
from the previous shift stood in two columns to welcome them. 
This was a very good organized effort to serve disaster victims by 
putting faith in action. 
 
because it brought the entire Muslim community of Houston 
representing several organizations together under one roof. We 
worked for a good cause under the banner of the Muslims of 
Greater Houston. In all, over 2000 Muslims volunteered. 
   A Houston Chronicle writer put it very well -- "By working as a 
community, assisting fellow Americans of all backgrounds, the 
Muslim volunteers here show the world what they really believe 
in — with the irrefutable language of action." 
   To effectively advance the true meaning of our faith and values, 
we must unite and we must act. I have been meeting with the 
leaders of several Muslim organizations both local and national 
over the past few weeks. The meetings have been inclusive of all 
sects... Shias, Sunnis, Ismailis, Bhoras and others. Alhumdolillah, 
the meetings have been very cordial, productive, and everyone 
shared the view that we must focus on our commonalities. 
    Soon, I will help maintain the HoustonMuslimRelief.com 
website that will list other projects that we, Muslims of Houston, 
can work on together. I humbly request that you do your utmost 
to participate in upcoming projects with the same level of 
enthusiasm and support. JazakAllah. 
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Dear Brothers and sisters in Islam 
Salam un alaikum warhamtullah 
 
All praise due to Allah the creator of the world, who has 
created human beings in the best frame and guided them along 
a straight path. Thanks to merciful almighty Allah who has 
guided us toward Islam, the religion of knowledge and 
wisdom, the religion of practice towards perfection.  
 
Dear brothers and sisters, the month filled with the best days 
and best nights of the year is approaching. In this month, only 
one night of Qadr is better then one thousand months. This is 
the only month which is mentioned in Quran: "That we have 
revealed the Quran in the month of Ramadhan to guide the 
people and give them clear guidance."  
 
According to the Hadith, most of the God-sent books are 
revealed in this holy month. For example, the scriptures to 
Ibrahim (AS) were sent in this month and the Torah and the 
Bible were revealed in the same month. So it is a very blessed 
month which is related to all human history and all God-sent 
religions.  
 
The Holy Prophet (PBUH) delivered a sermon in the last week 
of Shaban: "Oh people a month is approaching you in which 
you will be called the guests of Allah, Your sleep in this month 
will be consider a worship and your breath will be rewarded as 
tasbeeh, your actions in this month will be accepted and your 
supplications will be answered […] the doors of heaven are 
open on the first day of Ramadhan and do not close until last 
day of this month." 
  
The month of Ramadhan is a great training camp organized by 
Allah (S.W.T) for believers to create solidarity, unity as well as 
physical, mental, and spiritual strength. The whole Muslim 
world becomes united and the world belongs to the believers. 
This month prepares us against the inner and outer enemy and 
creates a love and brotherhood amongst the ummah.  
 
I request all Muslim brothers and sisters living in the west to  
 

 

October  2005 

Date of  1st  Ramadhan is October  5th or  6th depending on moon sighting 

A special heart-felt thanks from the Houston community to our 
dear brothers and sisters in Austin, College Station, Dallas and 
elsewhere who were so hospitable and went out of their way to 
make us feel at home when we evacuated Houston. May Allah 
(SWT) reward you and your families with the best of His 
treasures. Ameen. 
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This Ummah is One Ummah: Building Real Community in Our Mosque 
 

By Nin Hajaba 
 

And verily this Ummah of yours is One Ummah and I am your Lord and Cherisher: therefore fear Me (and no other). (23:52) 
 
The diversity of our ummah can often be seen best, not in lands where Islam has lived and flourished for centuries, but often in the 
lands where Islam is newest and growing fastest. When I walk into a mosque in India or Lebanon I am guaranteed to hear programs in 
the native languages of those lands. When I walk into I.E.C in Houston, Texas I hear English, Farsi, Spanish, Urdu and even the 
occasional Arabic. Here in this land, in this state most often known for its intolerance to diversity, we are living together and growing 
with the resilience of the cactus in the desert heat. Now more than ever, here more than anywhere we must answer the call of Islam and 
strive to fulfill our highest potential as brothers and sisters united in love for Allah (swt), love for Islam and love for one another.  
 
We can and have embraced the rituals of Islamic brotherhood and egalitarianism. We pray side by side regardless of race or class, we 
hug and kiss one another in greeting, we enjoy one another’s foods, clothing and unique ways of celebrating ‘Eid and mourning 
Ashoura. But embracing true brotherhood, accepting one another as equals with equal rights to respect and representation is where the 
real work begins, and where the true treasures lie. It is also the area, where we have accomplished the least.  
 
Prejudice, intolerance, disrespect, even racism is rampant in far too many of our communities.  People feel isolated from one another 
and seek safety in their own small ethnic cliques. Everyone wants to feel loved, respected and valued in their community. Too often, 
however, our diversity serves as a means of division between us. Many complain that there is not enough English and their experience 
is diminished when they cannot understand the programs at the masjid. Young adults and children whose Farsi or Urdu is very basic 
would prefer to play games in the masjid parking lot rather than sit through long lectures in languages they barely understand. Speakers 
of Urdu and Farsi often wish to recreate some semblance of the commemorations and celebrations they experienced back home and 
work hard to ensure that they can worship in the way they are most comfortable.  Each group is constantly feeling the threat that they 
will be marginalized by the growth of the other, so we become suspicious, cynical and further removed from one another.  
 
The most ironic thing is that the map for making our mosque a place of comfort, enjoyment, and closeness to Allah (swt), a place of 
peace and brotherhood and belonging has been laid out most clearly by our beloved Prophet and his ahl al bayt (as). The most effective 
change we can make, begins with our own individual actions. We can begin on the very simple level of how we approach one another 
in the masjid space. For example, Americans often complain that they are asked inappropriate questions about their lives and families. 
This despite the fact that respect for privacy and dignity are one of the cornerstones of Islamic manners. Imagine, for a minute, how you 
would feel if someone you didn’ t know begins to ask you the ages of yourself and your spouse, question your knowledge of the most 
basic aspects of Islam or other details of your private life? Think of these things before inquiring into the details of someone else’s life. 
Though the differences in our cultures are often enjoyable, too often we can become locked into the idea that the way we do things is 
better than the way someone else does or the only Islamically proper way to do it. We have to recognize that even small criticisms of 
someone else’s culture may be deeply offensive and hurtful.  
 
The mosque should be a place where people feel happy. It is difficult to feel good when you are constantly criticized. Yes, there are 
signs all over the masjid detailing appropriate Islamic dress, but gossiping about a woman with nail-polish or an abundance of hair 
hanging from the front and back of her scarf is not going to make her feel like a welcome part of the community. Imam Ja’ far as Sadiq 
(as) has said, “  …Give good counsel to people, be merciful and compassionate to them, and call them with gentleness in a very clear 
manner while recognizing their different characters so that they can be put in their  proper place.”   No one has more of a right to be in a 
space dedicated to the worship of Allah (swt) than another. Our job as believers in this faith is not to drive people away from Islam, but 
rather to bring them closer. If we inspire love for Allah (swt) in the hearts of people, they will naturally want to follow his laws. If we, 
however, behave in ways that are arrogant and demeaning to others, putting rituals and laws before the spirit that inspired those laws 
we hurt our entire community as well as ourselves.  
 
If there is a new man or woman in the masjid, don’ t hesitate to greet them with a hug and salaams, ask them if they are new to the 
community and offer any assistance you can. Even if their clothes look worn, their facial expression bewildered. Islam did not come 
only to pretty people, who live in large homes and drive $50,000 cars. Islam came to all people. There is nothing more discouraging 
than managing the courage to go to a new masjid, only to feel ignored and isolated.  
 
Islam’s revelation was a stunning example to the world, centuries before theories, declarations and sociological texts on human rights, 
race, or equality, of God’s vision for his creation. It is a calling to our highest selves, based on recognition of Allah’s (swt) handiwork 
in all creation and love for that creation based on an overwhelming love for the creator. The diverse beauty of humanity, encompassing 
skin tones in every hue from the deepest coals and earth browns to the fairest seashell pink and creamy fresh butter, languages from the 
sharp consonants of English to the softly rolling vowels of Farsi, art, poetry, philosophy and technology are all from a single source, 
Allah (swt). We recognize these facts and take pride in our diversity. In media across the world we speak with great pride about Islam 
as the second largest and fastest growing religion in the world. People see this beauty and they want to be a part of it. If we, as 
Muslims, can not live up to the promise of Islam we will quickly see the numbers of Muslims begin to shrink instead of grow and we 
will stand before Allah (swt) knowing that he gave us every tool and chance to build this ummah and admit that despite that, we have 
failed.  
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An Interview withMoulana Ghulam Hurr Shabbiri 
By Ali I rani 

 
What is your  background? 
 “My name is Ghulam Hurr Shabbiri. I am originally from Pakistan where I also completed my studies. In 1979 I started my 
Hawza studies. I spent 2 ½ years in Dar ul Ulum Muhamadia, a Hawza in Pakistan. In 1982 I decided to travel to Iran for my higher 
education, where I stayed for 10 years. During my stay I had the opportunity to study various Islamic subjects in the Hawza in Qum 
with many great scholars like Ayatullah Ujdani, Agha Ihtemadi, Agha Payani, Ayatullah Nasser Shirazi, and Ayatullah Javadi Amoli.  
Because it was the beginning of the Islamic Revolution, I had the chance to study the theme of the Islamic Revolution in Iran and God 
gave the opportunity to study under the guidance of a great leader of the Islamic Ummah Ayatullah Khomeini who inspired my life. In 
1992 I traveled to England to visit my family and also to preach Islam for 6 months. However, when I reached England they invited me 
to stay because o the lack of Ulama in the U.K. I ended up staying there for 12 years, where I was part of an organization of Ulammah. 
I also taught in two important Hawzas, Jameatul Qa’ im and Hawza Imam Hussein in London. During my final years there I served as 
the Secretary General of the Council of Shia Ulama of Europe.”  
 
What compelled you to join our  community? 
 “When Maulana Biria decided to leave to go to Iran, the people of Houston invited me to attend the Birthday of the Prophet. 
During this time, last year, they asked me to become their resident Alim. They explained the activities of this organization and I was 
very impressed by their activities. That was when I thought I should serve this community.”  
 
What is your  impression of IEC? 
 “  I found that this organization has, Alhamdullilah, strong bases and is based on important Islamic pillars. The people serving 
in the community are dedicated to serving the community. This is a great benefit to the people of Houston to take advantage of. I have 
traveled to various places in my life but this is an ideal organization.  
 
What do you enjoy most about IEC? 
 “  I enjoy the organization, timekeeping, commitment, and devotion of the people to IEC.”  
 
What ideas would you like to see implemented? 
 “  When I look at this organization and its setup I believe that it must have a broader role because we have the assets, abilities, 
and devotees here. We must serve the Muslim Ummah and the greater Houston area. We must serve as the leading role of Muslims in 
Houston and America. Because this organization has achieved some of these aims, it must try and spread to benefit everyone. Whatever 
we achieve in our lives we must share with other people. If a Muslim is to succeed he must share.”  
 
In your  opinion what should be the role of the Muslim youths in the community? 
 “  First of all, all Muslim youths must understand the reality of Islam, and practice it in their individual and social life. 
Secondly, when practicing Islam one must find pride in it. One must teach and share it with society. Muslim youth are in the 
mainstream and must use their character to convey and bring people to Islam. Compared to other communities the Shia youths, 
unfortunately, do not do much to preach religion in society.”  
 
Is their  anything else you would like to add? 
 “From the time I came to Houston, I believed that we must work for the unity of the Muslim Ummah in greater Houston. This 
is very important as we live in a non-Muslim country. I have conveyed this in my sermons to the other brothers and sisters in the 
community and I hope we can all communicate and form a united front.”          

NOTICE OF GENERAL BODY MEETING 
 
Pursuant to article 6.1.1 of the constitution, the general body meeting will be held on Saturday, 12th November. 
We are holding the regularly scheduled meeting for the following purpose. 
1. To review past performance and a report from each director from his area of responsibility including, past, present and  
 future plans. 
2. To provide opportunity to the community to ask questions related to the current issues. 
3. To ratify the amendment to provide for an inclusion of ladies in the IEC Board as a Board of Director as approved by  
 Moulana Hurr Shabbiri with the following conditions. 
  *  Ladies can run for the position of Director provided that they meet the criteria set forth in article 5.4 of the constitution  
  and the additionally prescribed conditions as follow. 
 *  The maximum number of lady Directors shall be Two. 
 *  All lady candidates, married and single must seek expressed consent from their husbands and parents respectively, to  
  serve on the Board. Exception to this rule shall apply for those single ladies who have no living parents or legal guardians. 

*  Ladies shall not be allowed to run for the position of the Chairman or the Secretary.   
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DAY    DATE RAMADHAN 
SCH. 1      SCH. 2 IMSAK  FAJR SUNRISE ZOHR/ 

  ASR 
SUNSET MAGH./ 

 IFTAR 
     SPECIAL 
  PROGRAMS 

 WED  OCT. 5         1          ¨            5:46  5:56     7:15   1:08    7:01   7:21  
 THU  OCT. 6         2         1           5:46  5:56 7:16   1:08    6:59   7:19  
 FRI OCT. 7         3         2  5:47  5:57 7:16   1:07    6:58   7:18  
 SAT OCT. 8         4         3  5:48  5:58 7:17   1:07    6:57   7:17  
 SUN OCT. 9         5         4  5:48  5:58 7:18   1:07    6:56   7:16  
 MON OCT. 10         6         5  5:49  5:59 7:18   1:07    6:55   7:15  
 TUE OCT. 11         7         6  5:49  5:59 7:19   1:06    6:54   7:14  
 WED OCT. 12         8         7  5:50  6:00 7:20   1:06    6:52   7:12  
 THU OCT. 13         9         8  5:51  6:01 7:20   1:06    6:51   7:11    Wafat of Hazrat 

 FRI OCT. 14        10         9  5:51  6:01 7:21   1:06    6:50   7:10      Khadija (as) 

 SAT OCT. 15        11        10  5:52  6:02 7:21   1:05    6:49   7:09  

 SUN OCT. 16        12        11  5:52  6:02 7:22   1:05    6:48   7:08  

 MON OCT. 17        13        12  5:53  6:03 7:23   1:05    6:47   7:07  
 TUE OCT. 18        14        13  5:54  6:04 7:23   1:05    6:46   7:06     Wiladat of 

 WED OCT. 19        15        14  5:54  6:04 7:24   1:04    6:45   7:05  Imam Hasan (as) 

 THU OCT. 20        16        15  5:55  6:05 7:25   1:04    6:44   7:04  

 FRI OCT. 21        17        16  5:56  6:05 7:25   1:04    6:43   7:03  

 SAT OCT. 22        18        17  5:56  6:06     7:26   1:04    6:42   7:02 Majlis/Shabe Qadr 

 SUN OCT. 23        19        18  5:57  6:07     7:27   1:04    6:41   7:01  Shahadat of Imam 

 MON OCT. 24        20        19  5:57  6:07     7:28   1:04    6:40   7:00 Ali (as)/Shabe Qadr 

 TUE OCT. 25        21        20  5:58  6:08     7:28   1:04    6:39   6:59   Majlis Continue 
 WED OCT. 26        22        21  5:59  6:09     7:29   1:03    6:38   6:58       Shabe Qadr 
 THU OCT. 27        23        22  5:59  6:09     7:30   1:03    6:37   6:57      

 FRI OCT. 28        24        23  6:00  6:10     7:30   1:03    6:36   6:56       Day of Quds 

 SAT OCT. 29        25        24  6:01  6:10     7:31   1:03    6:35   6:55  

 SUN OCT. 30        26        25  5:01  5:11     6:32   12:03    5:34   5:54 Clock Moves Back 

 MON OCT. 31        27        26  5:02  5:12     6:32   12:03    5:34   5:54  
 TUE NOV. 1        28        27  5:03  5:13     6:33   12:03    5:33   5:53  
 WED NOV. 2   29        28  5:03  5:13     6:34   12:03    5:32   5:52       
 THU NOV. 3   30        29  5:04  5:14     6:35   12:03    5:31   5:51  
 FRI NOV. 4   ¨    30  5:04  5:14     6:36   12:03    5:30   5:50  

¨  Schedule 1 goes into effect if the moon is sighted on 29th of Sha’ban. 
¨  Schedule 2 goes into effect if the moon is sighted on 30th of Sha’ban. 
ZAKATUL-FITRA: This Zakat is obligatory for any person who is mature, sane, conscious and financially able at sunset on the  
last Day of Ramadhan to pay for himself and his dependents. The rate is 3 kilograms (1 SA = 6.6 Lbs.) of Wheat, Rice, Barley, Raisin, 
Date or similar produce per person. It is also permitted to give cash value of such items by rounding it up to higher value. 
Approximate costs of 6.6 Lbs. are: (All momineen are encouraged to pay their Khums on 15th of Ramadhan.) 
Wheat = $3.50 Rice = $3.75           Barley = $16.50 Raisin = $10.00  Dates = $20.00  
KAFFARA: Kaffara for delay of fasting from last year and for sick persons who could not fast provided sickness continued this  
year is 1.625 Lbs./Day of Wheat, Rice, Barley, Raisin, Date or similar produce. The approximate costs of 1.625 Lbs. are:   
Wheat = $0.86 Rice = $0.92           Barley = $4.06 Raisins = $2.46  Dates = $4.92 
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PROGRAMS FOR 
THE MONTH OF 
RAMADHAN 1426 
OCT./NOV. , 2005 

 

Daily Program 
During Ramadhan 

 
Maghrib Prayer:          On time 
Iftar/Dinner: After Maghrib Prayer 
 
Speech/Q&A (30 min):After          
dinner by Moulana Hurr Shabbiri 
Isha Prayer: After Q/A 
            
Khatme Qur’an(30 min):After Isha      
Duas: After Khatme Qur’an  
Dua-e-Iftetah: Mon,Wed, Sun 
 
Munajat-e-Imam Ali (as): Fri, Sat 
Dua-e-Kumail: Thu     
 Dua-e-Tawasul: Tue                   

 
Wafat of  

Hazrat Khadija (AS) 
Thursday, 13th October*  
Night of 10th Ramadhan* 

 
 

Maghrib Prayer           7:11 pm 
Iftar/Dinner                 7:30 pm 

 
     Speech/Q&A              8:15 pm 

 Isha Prayer                  8:45 pm 
     Youth Presentation      9:00 pm 
 
     Khatme Qur’an            9:15 pm 

  Dua-e-Kumail               9:45 pm 
 

 Celebrations !!! 
Jashne Wiladat of  

Imam Hasan ibn Ali 
al - Muj taba (AS) 

Tuesday, 18th October*  
Night of 15th Ramadhan*  

 
Maghrib Prayer           7:06 pm 
Iftar/Dinner                 7:15 pm 

 
   Isha Prayer                   8:00 pm 
   Youth Presentation      8:15 pm 
   Speech/Q&A               8:30 pm 
 
   Khatme Qur’an            9:15 pm 
   Dua-e-Tawassul           9:45 pm 
   

 

 

·  Daily prayer timings: Fajr Prayer - 20 minutes after Fajr time, Zohr & Asr Prayers - 1:15 (Oct. 1 - 29);  
       12:15 (Oct. 30 - Nov. 4), Maghrib Prayer - on time, Isha Prayer – After Iftar/Dinner 
·  It is recommended to see the moon for the first of Ramadhan and first of Shawwal and report the evidence of moon 

sighting to the Resident Alim, Hujatul Islam Moulana Hurr Shabbiri @ (832) 668-6786. 
·  Weekly Sunday School during the Ramadhan will be scheduled on Saturdays. Please note the School timings: 

October 8, 15, 22, 29 : 4:30 pm - 6:30 pm  
·  Iftar/Dinner will be served every night. Suhur will be served during the nights of Qadr. 
·  Dua-e-Tawassul & Dua-e-Kumail will be recited on Tuesday & Thursday nights & Dua-e-Nudbah on Friday mornings. 
·  Please donate generously towards the I ftar Fund which has been set-up to provide daily I ftar /Dinner. 
·  If you wish to sponsor a special night’s Iftar/Dinner/Tabaruk, please contact any board members.   
·  All Iftar/Dinners are sponsored by the community; please drop your contributions in the Iftar Fund Box or contact : 

Br. Talib Dhanji @ (281) 844-8222, Sisters may contact Sr. Nasreen Rashid @ (1-281) 256-8408. 

Majalis for  Shahadat of Imam 
Ali ibn Abitalib (A.S.) 
Saturday - Tuesday 
22nd  – 25th October*  

18th – 21st Ramadhan*  
Maghrib Prayer 7:06 pm 
Iftar/Dinner 7:15 pm 
Isha Prayer 8:00 pm 
Youth Presentation                   8:15 pm 
English Majlis/Q&A 8:30 pm 
Khatme Qur’an 9:00 pm 
Dua 9:30 pm 
Simultaneous Majalis 9:45 pm 
Urdu – Main Hall 
Speaker: Hujatul Islam Moulana Shabbiri  
Farsi – Men’s Dinning Hall 
Speaker: Hujatul Islam Mol. Nasser Biria 
English (Youth) – Ladies’  Dinning Hall 
Speaker: Br.Sami Hijazi 

A’amal (Prayers) for 
The Nights of Qadr 

Sat, Mon, Wed 
22nd, 24th, 26th October*  

18th, 20th, 22nd Ramadhan* 
 
Short A’amal*  10:45 pm 
Tea/Snacks Break 11:30 pm 
All Night A’amal 11:45 pm 
Tea/Snacks Break  1:15 am 
A’amal (Cont’d.)   1:30 am 
Tea/Snacks Break  2:45 am 
A’amal (Cont’d.)   3:00 am 
Suhur  4:15 am 
Fajr Prayer  5:30 am 
 
*Short A’mal on 22nd Ram: 10:00 pm 

Day of Quds 
  

Friday, 28th October 
 

24th Ramadhan* 
 

Details of the Quds Rally will 
be available a week before the 
event.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

*  subject to the sighting of moon 
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‘Philosophy of Religion’  -  A Summary 
By Naveed Fatima 

 
Hujjatul Islam Sayyed©s “Philosophy of Religion”  is a thought 
provoking discussion about the need for religion. As the title 
suggests, the book discusses the philosophy of religion, or, in 
other words, why religion? What is the purpose of  religion? 
Why is religion important to mankind? 
 
According to the author, amongst all the identifiable creations 
of Allah  on Earth, religion  has been specifically sent down for 
human beings. Therefore, to be able to  understand the 
philosophy of religion, we must first understand the nature of 
man.  
  
Sayyed says that the "difference between human beings and 
the other creations of Allah is that the other creations have  
been sent down to this  world after they have been completed. 
It means that these other creations have been sent from  Allah 
in the form they should be here on Earth. But it©s different with 
human beings, they have been sent to this world to complete 
themselves (move toward perfection)." Allah sent us down in 
human form, with a body and a soul, but left it to us to mold 
ourselves through our actions  
  
However, Allah does not simply leave us alone to find our own 
way; He gives us guidance. Religion is that guidance. Sayyed 
also says that "religion is therefore the first neccesity of every 
human being." People are not aware that religion is a  basic 
need; it is the obligation of a good government to enforce 
religion the same way that the government is responsible for 
providing other basic amenities to its people, like food, clean 
water, clean environment, etc.  
  
Once we understand the importance of religion in our lives, we 
should think about what our relationship with religion. We 
must be able to differentiate between the ©purpose of religion© 
and the ©benefit of religion©. Doing good deeds only for the 
sake of earning Thawaab and eventually going to heaven is not 
and should not be the purpose of haveing a religion. Sayyed 
says that "the purpose of religion is to make us true human 
beings." Thawaab  and Heaven are only the benefits that Allah 
promises us as a result of becoming * true human beings*. 
  
Toward the end, Sayyed urges us to " re-discover our religion." 
We need to gain knowledge of  our religion by studying the 
Quran, studying hadith, using our Aql (intelligence), and not 
relying solely upon what we hear in lectures and speeches, 
which the author points out, is the major, if not the only source 
of knowledge for most people about their faith.  
  
We have come from Allah and will eventually return to Him 
one day. The author says that the  nearest way to reach Allah is 
through one©s self. In the words of Imam Ali ( a.s),"If you want 
to know your lord, know yourself. He who finds himself, he 
finds Allah, and he who loses  himself loses Allah." 
 
 
 
 
 

Nurturing Islamic Values in Young Minds 
By. Br. Hyder  Syed 

 

The Al-Zahra Islamic Library of Houston (IEC library) held its 

first of a series of community programs on September 10th 

entitled, “Nurturing Islamic Values in Young Minds” . Br 

Munawar Abbas and Sr Mubina Meghji, as guest panelists led 

a brief yet informative work session in which they highlighted 

how children develop their value system and how parents can 

guide the young minds constructively in order to meet the 

ideals laid out in Islam. Br Munawar pointed out that heredity 

and the environment play a great role in shaping up of ideals in 

children and hence the nurturing of values begins early in life. 

However, negative traits inherited from parents to a large 

extent can be positively influenced with proper training and an 

appropriate environment. In addition to these two factors, 

supplication (du’aa) to the Creator is also an essential 

ingredient of this endeavor. Sr Mubina led an interactive 

approach and gave practical ways of dealing with selected 

behaviors displayed by children. She emphasized the 

importance of being involved with children’s activities and 

making time to listen to their concerns. The audience greatly 

appreciated the effort of the speakers and felt that this type of 

discussion was very helpful. They encouraged the organizers to 

continue to hold such events in the future. Insha-Allah, we will 

inform the community of our next session as soon as details are 

made available. 

 
 
 

 
 

Crossing Guards 
 

Al- Hadi is cur rently accepting applications for  crossing 
guards for  the 2005 – 2006 school year  

 
Hours are 7-8 a.m and 3-4 p.m.  

Pay is $10.00 per  Hour  
 

For  more information contact the  
Pr incipal of Al-Hadi School 
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Al-Hadi News 
 
Al Hadi©s PTO election for the 2005-2006 Academic year was conducted on September 10, 2005. The following persons were elected 
to serve as the PTO executive committee. Two teachers from school will also join this group. 
    
  Br. Javad Mortazavi     - President   Br. Ali Heydari              - Sports Coordinator 
  Br. Anees Hussain        - Treasurer 
 Sr. Forijat Hashim        -  VP/Secretary  Br. Ahmad Razavi         -  Carnival Coordinator 
 
 Sr. Nishat Mirza           -  Fundraising Coordinator Sr. Rubab Mirza             - PR Coordinator 
 
Below are the results of Al-Hadi©s the school wide Education records Bureau (ERB) tests for 2004-2005 academic year.  ERB is a 
national test that most private schools and high performance public schools students take.  This was the first time for Al-Hadi students 
to take these tests. Majority of the test scores are very impressive and an indication that Al-Hadi students, teachers and administration 
staff and on the right track in making Al-Hadi one of the better schools in our community and nationwide. IEB and Al-Hadi will 
address a few weaknesses in the coming year, Insha-Allah. Please congratulate your Al-Hadi student for a job well done! 
   

Grade 
Verbal 

Responding Vocab 
Auditory 

Comprehension 

Reading 
Comprehension 

Constructed Response 
Word 

Analysis 
Writing 

Mechanics 

Writing 
Concepts 
and Skills 

Quantitative 
Reasoning 

Math 
Constructed 
Response 

1 N/A N/A 78% 78% 92% N/A N/A N/A 78% 

2 N/A N/A 70% 70% 100% 100% N/A N/A 80% 

3 95% N/A 78% 78% N/A 95% 96% 90% 95% 

4 99% 72% N/A 99% N/A 99% 81% 90% 90% 

5 100% 99% N/A 100% N/A 99% 100% 100% 100% 

6 90% 100% N/A 90% N/A 100% 90% 90% 90% 

7 84% 99% N/A 99% N/A 84% 100% 84% 84% 

8 85% 85% N/A 99% N/A 93% 100% 85% 93% 

9 90% 80% N/A 100% N/A 90% 100% 100% 90% 

10 72% 57% N/A 85% N/A 85% 86% 86% 71% 

 
As an annual event, Al-Hadi PTO will be celebrating the Eidul-Fitr by bringing a carnival to IEC on a Sunday in November to IEC.  
More details will be announced later. 
 

IEC Soccer 
 

Alhamdulillah with the grace of God (SWT), IEC Soccer has restarted after a hiatus of about 9 months. We play every Sunday around 
5:30 pm in Eldridge Park on the corner of West Airport and Eldridge. The level of play is suitable for different skill levels and we 
encourage all community members to join us in this fun and healthy activity. For more information, please contact us at 
director.pr@iec-houston.org. We look forward to seeing you on the pitch. 
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‘A Message from the Chairman’  
 
BISMILLAH HIR RAHMAN NIR RAHIM 
   We would like to welcome the Holy Month of Ramadhan.  May the Almighty bless us with patience and piety.  Inshallah, we look 
forward to having iftar with all of you everyday. 
   Alhamdulillah, with the Blessing of ALLAH (SWT), this community continues to flourish and provide support to IEC.  As time 
passes, it only strengthens our faith in our community members. We would like to thank the community for their overwhelming support 
of the Fatimiya Fund to help raise funds to pay for IEC operating expenses during this past summer and the Babul Hawaij Fund to raise 
funds for the Iraqi victims.   
   We would like to welcome families of the Katrina Hurricane disaster and thank the Al-Hadi School and the community for their help 
in making our neighbors comfortable. 
   Sunday School, Farsi School, and Muslim Institute of Houston (MIH) have successfully started their classes this month, along with 
Adult Fiqh classes by Moulana Hurr Shabbirri.  
   Al-Hadi School is also off to a great start this year with over 250 currently enrolled students and others on a waiting list for specific 
grades. By working together we can provide the best possible learning environment for our students. 
   I am encouraged to see the positive communication between so many of our students, parents, and staff. Since teachers and parents 
share a common responsibility for educating our children, it is important that they are able to communicate their concerns and 
suggestions with each other. Talking with the people most directly involved is always the best way to get information or resolve any 
concerns you may have. Honest communication & mutual respect for each other can make the relationship a positive experience for 
everyone. 
   Our energies & priorities are focused in the right direction, and we are proud of the work performed by our teachers, students, school 
administration, and the past and present IEB members. We educate students who come to us from widely different cultures, 
socioeconomic backgrounds, and languages. We never anticipated that this year, with the blessing of ALLAH (SWT), our classes 
would be full to capacity, and that we would have children on a waiting list for specific grades. 
   We have not only maxed out on Financial Assistance, but we have also gone above the budgeted amount, in the hope that this 
wonderful, generous, and God loving community will once again help us by contributing funds to reduce the school deficit as this same 
community has always done in the past. 
   For those of you that are parents, grandparents, guardians & supporters of our students, please know that you are not alone in your 
concern for the success of each child. Al-Hadi faculty  
and staff continue to do their best to provide our children with the educational opportunities they need to develop their potential. We 
want each individual child to have the best, most productive year in 2005-2006, Inshallah. 
 
Syed Jaffar Amir 
 

Muslim Institute of Houston 
The Fall semester of the Muslim Institute of Houston has started. You can still register for any of the following classes: 

·  Arabic Level 0 – 4 
·  Tajwid Level 1 
·   Knowing Imam Mahdi (AJF) 
·  Pharmacy Tech 

Please visit http://www.mihweb.com for more information. 
 

Editor-in-Chief: Samira Irani 
Editor: Imran Akhter 

We welcome articles or ‘Letters to the Editor’  from our community members. Businesses are 
also welcome to advertise in the newsletter. This newsletter reaches 500 Houston families. 


